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The hte reat Conjun&ion of FUPITER, - 
SATURN, and MAR a 


The Tranſit of N E R 0 U RT i in the Dip 
of the SUN. . 
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 Sgnaque nature que nor imitantis leges,. ö 
Portendunt ſubitum non procul eſſe — 
7 dimus hoc anno rapidum flagrars Cumeten, 


Sulcantem dubias multa per aſtra vias. 
i "gies fuit nirum, vicino Fol Comete, 9 
7 9 Bun arripuiſſe faces. 
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Phophetical Obſervations 


| Ocraiod by che 


| Th News C omel, & 


N E Endeavours of the 8 Phi- 
J loſophers of this A's , to rob their 
Max ER of his. Honour, Ce. by 
tying down all the Phænomena of the 
c | Heavenly Bodies to thir Natural Cau- 
x tes, and thereby denying. the Agency of Provi- 
dence in all thoſe things, is now grown ſo ſcan- 
dalous, that they are juſtly contemn'd by Good 
Men, every way as knowing in thoſe things, as 
themſelves. 
As they take Pains to exclude all porten · 
tous Significations from the Motions and Aipetts 
of the Heavenly Bodies, ſo they would ſtem 
to make the Starry and Planetary World inde» 
* even — * 8 
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1 if the infinite Power that made all theſe 
vaſt Bodies, cou'd not as well have 78 chem 
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Great Maker of i World 55 by — X it, 1 
that bene the | conn of great and 0 udg- | 


Ages. — Wb by the 9 5 and beſt of 
Men, who haue fam chende taken Occaſion to 
warn the World of what they may 2 ex- 


ct upgn ſuch A ances. 

We 99, che\ pt hh ſom W K. 
on A s making T Jeft* of Wen ſerions 
Part, and bantering the awful Regard that Good 
Men ſhew to them, I ſhall treat it as it deſerves ; : 
that is 10 Hy, with the tmoſt Cantgmpt 
do ſhall bring ahe World to u Ballance f 48 ? 
they oontemn us, ur icontemn them ; And me = 
yiny leave [the Une rhei we fil 3 

Before 1 ſuggeſt vat may come ton 
ces in the Heavens, 
fee to fee, it ſcems very rational to 

to put the Morid in mind of what Has happen d 
in Conſequence of fuch Phenomena a Abe they 
already en. 

It was the 27th of Nouember laft, chat we had 
a viſible Belipſe of che Sun. 

The 29th of December following, was * a 
Con junction of the three great Planets, Saturn, 
Jupiter, and Mart; that Conjunttion being in | Sagi- 
rarius, the Sun being at the lame time in Capricorn. 
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Come] in thoſe: Eater Countries? * 5 25 


£31. 


uber .entaing'into the 


ical Calcula- 


tions, wih which might amuſb the World on 


that Subject, and the malignant Aſpects of the 
Several Planetsi upon” chat great Gctaſien, let 
„„ — — ſeen in 


2h d t 
Sd the wr nr A of: — 


Lee pang or purtended and predicted 


G tutto D180 503 v7 ee TEE 

Thar nl of the Sar; as it is: Tappes'E'by 
25 
aftorn 
and as it foem'd: to port 


Parts of the World) than" it was here, 
end great. Changes and 


Corfuſjons' in thatPgte-bf the Word 5; has it act 


been follow d by two evident and remarka 


4 The Per wid fatal Kerlen an u fee, 


Which has not only overturn d the whole S- 
vernmem and Conftitution ef that” ancierſt 


a1. and vaſtly entended Empire; but, as we hear, 
has been fatal ts che Royal Family, and to 


TH the poor People; and even beſides à Sea of 


Blood already pft in that Country, æhreaters 
"io utter Overthraw of the "Monarchy," and 
the Diffolutiof of Perſia as & Kingdom; that 
_ vaſt: Country being like te be divided be- 

58 two powerful Neighbours, the Turks 
and the Miſcorutes; and the ee Name to 
be loſt in tie World. 
n The Death of the Emperor of china, n 
as we already hear, has been follow d with 
e Confuftons and Diſtractions in chat aft 
Empire, which they tell us, is Eke to be broken 
in Pieces, by the Pretenders, (Sons to the late 
deceasd Emperor, ) who all claim a Right to 
"me Specefſion; Who are in the Fieſd with 


great 


by. 


Art, was greater, andere viſible; 21 


„ Ecligſe 
were evident Fore-rpnners- of thoſe Events, and 


great Armies, every. one ng on what 
Part e v ern can hay hold of. 


Had f Events happen nd 


in this or any aww Part of the World, 
Jubſequent to ſuch eminent 


| s as 
theſe of the Zelipſe, or the Conjunttions above- 
nam d, we ſhonld have made no Scruple of ſaying 


plainly prediſted them to the World, and that 


we had been in the Right to have warn d the 
World of ſome extraordinary Event near at hand, 
and that ſome dreadful Judgment was to be e- 


Peel, 


And why. are thoſe terrible things the lefs-to 
be obſerv'd by us, for their being remote, and 
for our having no Share in the Diſtreſs of thoſe 


Nations? We may indeed, be thankful to Heaven 


that v we are not involv'd in the Calamity, but it 


s not at all the leſs a Proof that thoſe . 


ances were predicting, and * 4 

them, and conſequently other fi or ich tike _ 
Phenomeng may in like manner be predicting, and 
even influeneing upon us, when they happen in 
ſuch Signs as this Fart of the a are more 
particularly concern d in. 

As I will not venture to aſſert 56 far Con- 
junctions of Planets or their Oppoſitions, or other 
Aſpects may be either Cauſes or Procurers, or Fore- | 
runners of ſuch and ſuch Events, and to fuch or 
fuch Parts of the World as they more particularly 


point at, ſo it is extremely arrogant to 


that they are no way concern d either as Cauſes, 
or Fore-runners, and that no heed at-all is to be 


given to them; and thoſe that have adyanc'd 


duch things poſitively, haye ſometimes 9 = 
ap 


— ek che fd Appearan n 
and che Events, that they have been confound N 
*. with the probabillit 7. 
ut to come Aer Home, with the Raid Ap- | 
; of the paſt Year ; it was faid by the molt 
WW ill Aftrologers, that the Conſequence of thoſe 
4 ions would appear in unhealthy Air, ur- 
ſeaſanable Weather, exceſſive Heat or Cold, violent 
Storms, extreme Heat, long and fatal Drought, 
and other ordi and extraordinary Convulſions 
in Nature, Which would tend to the maniſeſt 
Detriment of the duntry to which theſe Aſpetts 
had a regard. | 
Now it is RY eine ever ſince thoſk Con- 
junctions happen d, Nature has, as it were, ſuffer d 
Violence; from what Cauſes, whether from that 
Conjunktion itſelf, as the Cauſe, or from ſome 
previous Collection of poiſonons Vapours which 
RK choſe Conjunftions might predict, that, I fay, 
remains doubtfül; ; but that it has been ſo, let 
that ſtrange unnatural, or at beſt, unuſual Concur- 
2 -<nce of intemperate Seaſons, teitific, 
& firſt, an uncommon continyance of Cold, 
Hand Northerly Winds always blowing from the 
North and North-Weſt, or Norch-Eaft Corners, not 
In the Spring only, but even beyond the Sum- 


Y WV %# %* 


SS CY)" hae W 


S 


ada 


mer-Solftice; ſd that the vernal Influence was 
er quite loſt; not only cultivated Plants did not 
„ dee, or at leaſt, did not thrive, but even the 
or very Weeds in our Gardens did not grow as 
y vival ; the weather continued dry and cold, 


n, ſterile and barren, bringing Vermin, and devouring 
„% every green thing; and ſometimes ſo univerfal a4 
be Drought, as threatned Ruin to the Expectation 
4 of the Farmer; and in ſhort, a general i 

ſo even to Barrenneſs and Famine, 


ge | 5 
- 
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Without 


eu. we. ive in, . 5 | 5 


and 
F Which } 2 
vided for truck 


EI Ve. find 1* 8 BE e 
1 PRs wh ng: 


fo. the of wat op io, 

find it 5 5 128 Has Oeca 15 ; 
{rong Attrattion Vapours from the In ENC 
of che great GonjunE ER 5 it may 
Gal the Great. Eceli 10 | 


8. 
= 
15 
pop 


T mehtion, ſignifyin 
ſeems to be, very ft 
ding Circumſtances, as. 
theſe now arne 
Some are of Opy | 
of publick Tranquility, whi r q 
the Face of Europe, gctels even ot itſelt, à ſud- 
den Interruption; and that it has. been. often, obs. F 
ſerv'd, that there never was a general Quiet that 
held fo compleatly calm, above one Vear Wo a 
time, over ſo great a Part of the World. . 


25 


May this general my” be contradicted by 
the long · laſting Peace, of Mankind-.;:no -heneſt> 
fem Perſon: defires the Confuſion of his Tet. 
low-Creatures, in my Opinion; but this is cer- 
tain, that there has not been for any Age within 

our Memory, or within the Reach of Hiſtory, a 

Time when ſo many concurring Signs in the Hea- 
vens, have come together, or within ſo Harrow a 
Compaſs of Time, ahd all of them ſo ſignificant, 
We 1 portending things of Conſequence to the 
World. | WT RR, 

'  Eclipſes themſelves are not very frequent; E- 
clipſes of the Sun are leſs frequent than of the 
Moon; but Total Eclipſes of the Sun are yet more 
rare; and it is my Opinion, that none of thoſe 
Eclipſes come without an Errand ; ſo when they 
are 10 very remarkable, no doubt but that they 
ate loaded with the fnore Buſineſs, and have Er- 
rands 0of ſo much the greater Conſequence. 

Let then the Pretenders to Art, endeavour iii 
what Mamer they pleaſe, to take off the Awe 
which thoſe extraordinary Phanomena would juſt= 
ly imprint upon the Minds of the People, and 
oppoſe the honeſt Intentioris of thoſe that look 
higher thah the #txer Natural Cauſes of things: 
But tis impoſſible, ' while Heaven ſuffers ſuch 
great Events to follow in the very Neck of theſe 
Ph#nomena, I fay, tis impoſſible for them to per- 
ſwade the World, that & o D has no Hind in 
theſe things. 1 | | 5 
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Sections for the Reaſons which may 
be given for believing the. Influence 
of theſe Apf 


and Antiquity I give ſome Account as 
far as the ſhort Space of a Pamphlet will allow, 
of ſuch Comets or Eclipſes, as have appear 
an extraordinary Manner, and have ſo immedi- 
ately been follow'd by 
that it has been next to 
the Sign and the Thing ſign 

icularly been allow'd 


Events. 


1. Hiftory tells us, there was a terrible comet 
appear d before the ten Plagues in Egypt, and 
the drowning of Pharoah and his Army in the | 


pear d 
in the Days of Abraham, Irtimediataly before the 
Promiſe given him that his Seed ſhould poſeſs 


Read-Sea, Anno Mundi, 2454. 


2. It is alſo recorded, that a Comet a 


the Land of Canaan; and ſome Hiftorians int i- 
mate, that it was by that Comer that the Cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah were ſet on fire, and 


deftroy'd 


3. A great Fax, or Fir-Torch, Or Comet, of 


a horrible Figure, appear'd over Afriea, and over 
all Spain, to the great Terror of the People, which 
was follow'd by the Ruin of the Carthaginian 


Empire, 


Aving made ſome Way in n th former 


ices, I cannot but 
think it will confirm us in this Judgment, if from 
Hiſtory 
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ard in 


extraordinary Events, 

ſſible to ſeparate. 
ify'd ; and as have 
the concurrent Opi- 
nion of all Ages, to intimate thoſe extraordinary 


IT 
= Empire, ai after by the final Deſtruction of the 
=_— Giey of Garrhages ang the Conqueſt of all Spain by 
the Romans. 
4 4. A great Gm was ſeen in healy ly, which | 
vas follow d by that. ſurpriſing Attempt which 
deſtroy d the 38 Liberty of Rome, and ſuh- 
jected the Roman Government to abſolute Tyranny, 
when Julius Ceſar paſt the Rubicon, and ſeiz d 
n the Government of the whole Roman wer? | 
is Gmc Comes appear'd again juſt before Ceſar's 


Dea 
5. The Star r in the Ea, immediate 
ly preceding the Birth of our Saviour, and which 
was ſo exceeding Bright, that it ſhone by Day, 
and ſtood over the City of Berhlabem, where the 
Wit Men came * that Dee, to worſhip 
our Lord, 
6. A terrible Comet which appear rd at firſt in 
he ſhape of a burning Torch, afterwards in the 
Y plat figure of what is; vulgarly call d a 427 
I thew'd itſelf Anno Dom. 17, in the Sign Y 
I th his was follow'd, firſt by the Death of the Em- 
Peror Auguſtus, Which then ruled the whole 
I World, which happen d the very next 
23 Fear; and next, by a: terrible. Earthquake in Aſia, 
7 7 Which. twelve conſiderable Cities in that 
narter of the World were ſwallow d up; and 
| = fame, Year in another Earthquake, the three 
25 of Epheſus, Sardis, and Magneſia, were 
buried alive, and an e Multitude 
People periſh'd. N. B. with this Comet was 
. + 2 an Kale of the, Moon for. three 
Nights tagetner, 
. That frightful Cromer, in the Fina of a 
Jaming Sword, which for. A whole Year together 
ung over the whole Country of Judea, but eſ- 
2 a; over Yeruſalem before the Romans be- 


band, 1 lieg'd 


. 


— ——— 2 2 — 


2 


win the Deſtruction not only of that City 


but of the whole Nation of the Jews and I beg 1 


People peri'd with it:. 


8. Anno 367. Julian che Apoſtate Baring in 1 


deſpight to the name of CuRisr, and to the 


Chriſtians, careſs'd the Fews, and given orders to . | 
rebuild the Temple of Jeruſalem in a moſt mag- 9 


nificent Manner; a terrible Comer appear d in the 


middle of the Day, which out- none the Sun RP 


itſelf, during which, (and the Comet juſt then ap- 


pearing very particulatly Bright) a terrible Thun- 


der breaking upon the new Work, or Building, 
the Flaſhes took hold of the Building, "conſum'd 


all that was combuſtible, and at the fame: time 


à violent horrible Earthquake overthrew the reſt, 


and 17000 Fews periſh partly burnt with the 43 
Li ghtning, and Free Wow up alive* e in che f 3 
| Earth. | 


"Fu 


9. Anno 457: A frightſul Comet of a vaſt Mag- 


nithde, a pear*d over Great- Britain in particular, in 
the ſhape of a Fiery Dragon; out of tie Head 
or Mouth of this Dragon, there came forth tv 
Streams of Fire, one ini the ſhape or likeneſs of 
A long Fiery or Flaming-Sword, pointing towards 


Fraice; and the other a large and broader Flame, 


pointing towards 7reland *; Which lat Flame 4 
branch'd itſelf gut; and ended in ſeven” ſmaller 3 
Streams of Fire, pointing the ſame w a ay 3 by this 4 
terrible Ci met was, beſides the Calamities which: 3 
follow'd in the Roman Effpire, follow'd "by a 
terrible Plague in this Country, and in all 're- "F 
land, as alſo ſpreading over all the Northern Part 


of Europe; whith Plague this horrible Phem- 


mencn Was laid not. e 
to le tl _ WP off -oinyes 
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er Dogs alſo 9 


ſieg d that City; and was immediately follow d 1 


Fe. 


- By 
"5X 
"8 
8 


and was followed by a Civil-War alſo, 


at 1 13 1 3 
10. Anno 1068 7 very Fiery colour'd Cnet 
e in ke bee the fr 
un the 41 WY calld Wilkes 
the Conqueror; of. w e ent En li 
Poets . re "9 = * * 


is Thouſand Se t. vo 
00 It was, as we do read, ”_ 8 
2 | When 4 COMET did a appear, 
8 And Engliſh-Men by Dead. 


11. OY 1572. A horrible "and" Siet | 


Comet appear'd "before th icre of Paris, i 


which 30000 Proteſtants 8 " murther'c din col 


Blood in that and the other Cities of France, 
12. Anno 1664, and 166 5. Two Comets appea pear'd 
impending moſtly over England, and the City 
of London, but. ſeen alſo over all the Northern 
Parts of Europe, and which were follow'd by that 
terrible Plague, Which ſwept away inummerable 
Numbers of People. in England, Holland, and 
the lower Germany ;, and even in the City of 
London, almoſt. an hundred Thou! fand People 
died, beſides more than as map in the other 
Parts of the Kingdom. _ 
In ſingling out Theſe: twelve Comets, 6 1 would 
not have the Reader ſuppoſe there were no other 
comet i ul g in all that time; 1 might fill à 


large Boo with an Account of them; but 1 ſingle 


out theſe more femarkable Comets, decauſe the 
Events which follow'd them, are” More articu- 
larly remarkable in Hiſtory, and known almoſt 
to all the reading Part o the World; and be- 
cauſe they were more G obſerv d to be 
portentous of thoſe Events, * came ſo im- 
mediate] y after them. | 
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26 
Theſe twelve Seen 


Production and A 3 of all theſe 

does not at All linder cat G00 may think 
to order even thoſe Natural Effects * Natural 
Cauſes to import Good or Evil a pproaching ; as 


well as that m Thunder, Lightning-3 for which 


Natural Cauſes are alwa ys xg aſſign d, and juſtly too, 
yet when Heaven plea 


2 they are no leſs Judgments on thoſe deſtroy d 
laces than they were before. 
Since then, there is ſo apparent a Connection 
between the extraordinary Motions and Aſpetts 
of the Heavenly Bodies, and the great Affair . Wag. — 2 
2 and Convulſions of the Lower 

let us ſee what Concluſions we may rear? 
re from the things of this N Which are be- 
fore us at this time. 
That there are ſo many concurring Signs in the 
Heavens, ap earing at this time, Aging, 3 at fuf 
Sight, that ſomething extraordinary 


pected from Pehind the dark Curtain 10 f be 5 


the Fate of Kingdoms, and of Perſons, is in- 

deed, obſcure ; but even thoſe Obſcurities are, in 
a great meafure, lin'd or mar d out to us in theſe 
things: If Comets, Eclipſes, Conjunttions of Planets, 
and the evil and malignant Aspects of Stars. 

Planets, are Meſſengers of good or bad Tidings; 
more may we ſugg them to be ſo, when 


of another, and when ane are;ndt only Signs in 
the Heavens, that #, in he Starry Heavens, and 
Signs on the Earth; 885 When the laid Starry Heu- 
vens may be ſaid to be full of —_— 

I have obſery'd, that the late Ty. 8 
of the Planets, Saturn, Ip and Hars, 1 1 


pen d 


1 y ſuffice to evidence, - L | 
that our being able to aſfign Natural Cauſes for the 


es to make uſe of them 
to burn and deſtro 7 Houſes, and Towns, or Peo- 


they come crowded together, one at the Heels 


Ty. 
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X pen'd in the Beginning of the preſent Year, that 
7 Fe ſay, the 29th of December, which I call the 
Beginning of the Year, becauſe the Influences of 
I the Conjunttion did not work here, till the Be- 
Linning of the Month of February, following ; 1 
ay, 1 have obſerv'd, that this Conjunttion, nhich 
ſeme call'd terrible, was ſpoken gf, as threatni 

the Encreaſe of the Plague from the Sout herma 
parts of France, to theſe Parts of the World, and 
chat it was to happen this ot Summer : And 
thoſe who delight in being the 4 wh of evil 
= Tidings, as moſt of the pretending Predictors love ro 
ds, filla us with Fears, that thoſe Planets ſo con- 

Join'd, wou'd certainly forebode the Plague, as 


XZ 0On the contrary, it was always my Opinion, and 
JI am confirm'd in it by many Tokens, that they 
not only did foretel that we ſhow'd not have the 
plague break out among us, but that they were 
really merciful Inſtruments to prevent it: Now it 
rue can once reaſon ourſelves into a probable Cer- 
tainty that theſe Phenomena are really inſtrumen- 
ral to bring, or to prevent the Evil we ſpeak 
Jof, we may much more eaſily grant, that they 
Jo /o and /o predict; for tis eaſie to believe, that 
Planet, or Conjunition, or Aſpeit of a Planet, is 
qa Fore-runner of ſuch a thing, if we can, previous 
to it, come to a Knowledge of its being the real 
Cauſe of it, or but partly the Cauſe of it. | 
3 Thus I think the great Conjunction juſt now men- 
tion'd, which happen'd on the ſaid 29th of De- 
Ncember laſt, was really a Sign to us for Good, as to 
the Infection in France, that it ſhou'd not ſpread 
Pitſelf this way; becauſe, I believe, by its Attra- 
27 tion and Influence, it drew off all the noxious 
Vapours, and thoſe paiſonous contagious Particles 
which the Air in the Southern Parts of France was 
; at 


at that time fill of, and cart ed them clear out 'of 8 

this Part of the World ; like as I obferve, it has 23 
drawn away the moiſt Vapours of another Kind, 
that us d to ſupply. the neceſſary Rains, and by 2 
which Means the Air has been left, as it were, v a- 
cant; and void, and not furniſh'd with a ſuffici- 
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ent Quantity of Humid to ſupply the Clouds ; 
bf by which Means alſo the late Drought was occafi- 
It on'd, which we at this Time feel the Effects of. 
. ly! If then by the Attraction of the Planets ſo in 
. Conjunftion, a great Drought has etiſiied; not in 
1 England only, but in all the Northern Part of Pa 
Wl ro lee has be the Caſe; why 
bh! pe, as we ſee has been now the why may 
| | not the ſame Attraction of the Planets fo in Con- 
vi junction, as above, draw away the infectious Parti- 
: 10 cles in the Air, and occaſion the Healthineſs of | 
in theſe Parts of the World, and ſo not only por- 
, tend the Good to us. but be the real Natural YH 
. Cauſe of it? | = 
. AAN come we 8. hence, to the preſent 
0 Signs now approaching in, and perhaps, already 
i influencing the Affairs, or Con en and Tem- 
. perature of this Part of the World; whether is "1 
1 to the Health of the Seaſons, or of Perſons the 
1 Fruit fulneſs, or Sterility of the the Earth; the 
5 Power of contagious Collections ih the Air; their 3» 
5 Encreaſe, or Decreaſe, and the like; the Caſe is 
„ mich the ſame. no = 
'kal If it be poſſible that the Afpects of the Hea- 1 
- venly Bodies ſhou'd, by their approaching Poſi- # 
289 tion, intimate contagious Air, corrupted ſtagnated 
ih Vapours, &c. and that, according to the Rules 
* of Aſtrology it were rational to conclude, that 
1 they were the Occaſion of it; that they filbd, 
| i! or help'd to fill the Air with thoſe corrupted 3 


Fumes, and contagious Vapours ; Why ſhou'd it 


1 „ be thorght criminal, to ſuggeſt, or to predict _ 
28 that 


[on] 
that thoſe Poſitions ſhou'd be follow'd by Plague 
and Mortality? and why, notwithſtanding, ſhou'd 
not thoſe Plagues and Mortality, be call'd a Judg- 
ment, or the Judgments of G o Þ ? ſeeing all the 
Contagions and Mortalities that attend Mankind, 
are at leaſt, permitted, and I ſuppoſe, directed by 


„ the Hand of Heaven, and are very modeftly calbd 
te Judgments of 6 O D, from what Natural Cau- 


ſes ſoever they may may be produc d. 

Thus tis evident, Comets and Eclipſes, Conjun- 
 Ghons, Oppoſitions, and other Aſpett' of the Planets 
and Stars, may portend G o p's Judgments upon 
a Nation or Country, where they appear; and 
conſequently; it is neither unreaſonable, or ill- 
grounded, to warn the Nations to prepare for ſuch 
Judgments, in a Chriſtian and ſerious Manner. 
On the contrary then, to contemn theſe things ; 
to aſcribe all to Natural Cauſes ; to exclude the 
Influences of the Stars, Comets, Planets, &c. from 


any Concern in ſuch Events; and make Sport with, 


and ridicule the juſt Prediftions of fiich Events, 


n- and all the Warnings that Good Men give on 


that Account, is Impious and Atheiſtical, and tends 
to leſſening the Awe of the Supreme Power, and 


of Heaven's Judgment in the Minds of Men 


| and at the ſame time, it is afting contrary to the 
3 Reaſon and Nature of the thing; againſt Expe- 
rience, and againſt evident Probabilities allo ; 
= which, I venture to ſay, no wiſe Man wou'd wil- 
lingly be guilty of: Let thoſe that act thus, con- 
ider of it, or not, as they think fit. 
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SECT. II. 


0 5 Predicting Good or Evil, Heaven's 
Favours wn Deliverances, or Plagues 

and e as impending over, or 
ee to, a Nation, from the Aspects of 
rhe Stars, from the Confunctions of Planets, &c. and 
eſpecially, from the "A earafice of Comets 3 I 
come next to ſpeak of We preſent Appearances 


mention'd in my Title; and firſt, of the late great 


Conjunction of Saturn, ve, and Mars, ſpoken 
of before. 


— 


FIRST, Tis evident, that as the late immo- 


derate and unſeaſonable Weather, ſuch as Cold 
in the Seaſon of Heat, and Warmth in the Sea- 
fon of Cold, Drought continued in a manner, and 
for ſo 7 * a Seaſon, as has not been known for 
many Ages; Northerly and Eaſterly Winds, with 
very little Intermiſſion, for above eight Months, 
even in the Summer; 7 ſay, as theſe have been 
certainly the Effects of that late Conjunction of 
the Planets, Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars, on the 29th 
of December laft ; ſo it is very evident, that the 
Operation of that Conjunfion is not yet fully over: 
The uncommon Drought, with very little Inter- 
miſſion of Rain, has continued; the Fruits of 


the Earth, if common Fame may be credited, have 


had an unuſual Mixture of Venom in them; the 
Juices which uſed to be of a cooling and 'nou- 


riſhing, and refreſhing Nature, have, this * * 
een 


-Aving thus allerted the Rraſonableneſs | 


bo Fo 


= 
been Pernicious, I had almoſt faid Poiſonous, to 
humane Bodies; and have been, and {till are, pro- 
ductive of Diſeaſes, Gripings, Vomitings, Fluxes, 
Cc. which have been Epidemick, thoughout this 


Nation in particu ar. h 
N. B. This intimates that thoſe Influences have, 
ſo. far as they do affect any Country, more 
particularly affected this Country; and con- 
tequently the other Signs, whoſe Influences 
are perhaps, now begun, may do the ſame. 


In the Conſequence of this Obſervaxion, I may 
venture to add, that, as I fay, this Operation is 
not yet ovar, I expect, (NOTE, Ifay Ex DEH) 
the Oppoſer may expect as he pleaſes, as intemperate 
ga Scalon thro' the Winter, as we have had thro? 
the Summer, tho not ſo fatal to the Health of 
the People. | | 

If the Influence of the fatal Conjunction of Pla- 
nets, has thus far ſhewn its Effects in our Coun- 
try; I have Reaſon alſo to believe they have 
X yet more Powerful Influences in other Parts of 
the World; and I do think it ſhall affect foreign 
Countries in that Kind, more than theſe Coun- 
tries, e > 
From hence it may probably come to paſs, that 
tho a Plague may not preſently follow, or not at- 
all, to thoſe Countries ; yet that ſeveral mortal 
Diſtempers may affect the Bodies of Men, eſpe- 
cially, in the Beginning and Cloſe of the Winter- 
Seaſon, rather than in the Middle of it ; and par- 
ticularly, in Holland, Flanders, Spain, and Portugal, 
as well as, and more than, in England. ? 

The Influence of this Conjunction ſeems to 
me to work Particularly in this Manner, namely, 
in affecting the Temperature of the Seaſons ; now 
no Man will be ſo void of Reaſon, as to argue, 

0 8 | that 


20 


that the Temperature of the Mai does not affect 
Humane Bedies, who breathe in that Air; and 
conſequently, the Diſeaſes or Health to which 
thoſe Bodies are. ſubject, are govern d, in a great 
meaſure, by the ſaid Conjunthon of Planets. "+ 
If any Man ask me then, what will be the 
Conſequence thro' the coming Winter, of the In- 
fluence of this late Conj unction, and what Ope- 
ration it may have had upon the Air ? what 
Changes it may produce in the Seaſon? and the 
like; I ſhall fay, It is probable, that as we have 
had long Northerly and Eaſterly Winds, even du- 
ring the whole Continuance of the ſaid Conjun- 
ction, occaſion'd ſtill by the ſtrong Attraction 
Southward, that Conjunction falling out, as is ſaid, in 


| Sagitarius, and affected by the Sun's being in _ - 
; 
| 


2 > — — — — a > _ 
A - > * £ p fr K 
—ͤ—ä— ̃ —— n. ¼Eß——E- E x. ß -= — —— — £ bY 2A 


pp aſe 


corn, I may be allow'd to ſay, tis probable the 
Attraction may continue thro” the whole Influence 
of that Conjunction, which is yet for ſome time; 
j and conſequently this may bring long and ſevere 
1 Cold from thoſe North and North-Eaſtern Parts of 
. the World which thoſe Winds blow from. 
0 And yet from the ſame Probable Cauſes a true 
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| Judgment will infer, that theſe long Colds ma 
1 be interrupted with ſome moderate Weather 10 
1 that it may not be any long continued Severity of 
"i Froſt, ſuch as was felt here in 1684; but that 
wh there may be Intervals of thawing, warm Weather, 
i} for eight or ten Days together. 

84 All this I mention as under the Influence of the 
0 late Conjunttion, and of that only; but if the Ef- 
Lok, tects ot the preſent Comet, which appears ſome- 
we what watry and flegmatick, ſhou'd concur with 
118 the other Influences to abate the Extremity of the 
75H Cold, then 'twill be very probable that we ſhalt 
have an extraordinary Glut of Wer, long and hea- 
'* uy Nai 20 ; and * = deſtructive Floods 3 the 
3 i" 15 Con- 
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healthy, ſickly Spreng Seaſon. * | 
On che other dal 


r | 
4 conſequence of which, is, in d few Words, an un- 


Ice, and to ſee Hackney- Coaches plying again up- 


on the Thames; as was the Caſe jult Forty Years 


Thus much for the Appearances already paſt. 
I come next to ſpeak of the extraordinary Co. 


met, Which is an Appearance juſt how in Being. 


The AccountsIwe have by Aſtronomers, of this 
Comsr, are juſt ſufficient to give us the 


following Idea of it, viz. ' 


d, there, is room to judge by 
the Rules of right Reaſon, and o Aftrological- 
© Calculations alſo, that the approaching Influences of 
the Eclipſe may ſo far concur with thoſe of the faid. 
"i Conjunttion not yet over, as to continue the powerful | 
Attractions mention'd above; and if this ſhould” 


fi? 


W 


That it is a ſmall Comet, that is to fay, in its 


Appearance; for the Sight being yet uncertain, it 


may be in itſelf infinitely greater, than we at pre- 


* 


ſent imagine. | | 
Ihe Tail, or Blaze of the Comet, is not Pro- 
portion'd to the uſual Length of other ſich Stars, 
being extended not much more than one Diame- 
ter of the Star, or Body of the Comer itſelf. Mr. 
Miiſton has Publiſh'd, among other things, a little 
Scheme, or Plan, of the Appearance it ſelf, with a 
mort View of the Curve, or Arch of its Motion, 
by which it appears to have paſs'd by the Star, 
in the end of the Napkin, as they call it, of 
Aquarius, Eaſt; then by the Arm of Antinous, 


Weſt; then ſweeping towards the Eagle, it will pals 


by the middle Star in the Eagle Parallel to it, 


Weft, © 
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-By this Couple 


little lower, we ſhould, 


a. Clock every Exening; from whence, without 
deſcending to any farther . into the Signs 
in Which it may ed Ang its proper Aſpecks, 


I think tis ſulficent to ſayz that this Comet being 


evidently. plac d in our Meridian, may claim to 


be in particular, regarded as à Signal to us, and 
that as much, as if its Courſe had TB. 


to us. 
Thus havi ing appropriated its Influences, and 


prov's our Title to the Bffects, let us ſee what 
8 5 or Philoſophy, or by Revelation, im- 


pulſe, or other Powers, we may think proper 


to ſay of it. 
- The little Preſages which ſome People amuſe 
us with upon this Subject, namely, that it portends 


ſtrife of Parties, Quarrels at Court, long Speeches | 


within Doors, lbelling and lampooning in Print, 


aud ſuch tri ſßes; as they are too mean to mention 
in a thing of this importance, J omit ; I think 


verily when we concern the Stans in the Fatality 


of Ballad-ſinging, and making Verſes upon Whores, 


Princes, great Courtiers, Eeclefiaſticks, &c. we 
may be ſuppes d to be very barren of juſt 
Obſervations; we might with much more 


Juſtice have expected a Camet or an Eclipſe to 
have foretold the Ruin of the Hetherg Lottery,, 


and the expelling the L - - d Br - cout of the 


Houle of Commons. . 
Had a Comer appear d juſt before the late Fall 


of South-Sea Stock, and the Cataſtrophe of the 
Family of the Craggs's and Abies, or the 


downtal of the Directors, we might indeed, 
have thought it a Prognaſtick, that, being an 


but to entitle the, 


Affair of National Importance ; 
Stars 


iſe of the Canet, if it came a 
have 2 Very clear View. 4 
af its whole, Extent, from "ſeven, to near ten 
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import of theſe Appearances ; a 
gene of God's Meflengers, ſo no er it comes 


p A * . 
1 7 


Cheats, and che Rape of at Hh 
thro” the 3 of ſuch things, 


Al. 
But we muſt look Msher, yo hig for the 
Cumot is 


on its Maſter's Exrand; if it has a Meſſage We 


may and ought to enquite what it is; and no 


wite Man will deſpiſe the. Seurch; if it has 


none, we ſhall be not the worſe for the Search, 


"Wor regret the Diſappomement. | 
The uſual Judgments with which Heaven 
viſits Mankind, are Wars, es, contagious Daſ- 


& 23 E aſes, Famine, Tem peſt. „ and Storms, of Lightning, 


Thunder, Wind, abs Rain, Earthquakes, &C. 
The three firſt of theſe ſeem to be what the 
World, at this time, are moſt apprehenſive of, 
1 7 1d that not without great Nute; the reſt in 
he ordinary Courſe of Nature are ſeldom 15 
0 Fxtenſi ve as Theſe, neither are the COTE 
3 4 fatal ; for Example. 

YA Funde, by the Interpoſition of Commerce, is 
J ſecurely fenc d againſt, that unleſs G o b ſhoud 
2 Jock up the Windows of Heaven, or dry-up the 
Rivers and Springs, throughout all Europe, it wou'd 
pe hardly poſſible that any Nation cou'd be diſ- 
treſs'd with a Famine, in ſuch a manner, the 
3 Farcity of one Country is now ſupply'd from 
ae Plenty of another, and while Trade is open, 
nd Navigation free, there is ſcarce any juft Rea- 
4 Pn to fear a Scarcity of Bread: For Example, 
Poland and England by the ordinary Produce of 
Ie Earth, poß ing all the other Maritime 
Countries of Europe had a Scarcity of Corn, 
Y dre able to 3 ſufficient for all their Wants; 
I 
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Imean with this Szppoſition only, viz. that with Po- 
land we include the Countries adjoyning to Poland, 
ſuch as Pruſia, Courland; Livonia, and the Shores 
of the Baltick, from Pomerania, Eaſtward, which 
are all Corn- Countries; and that with England, 
we include Scotland and Ireland. 1777 

On the other- hand; the Coaſt of Barbary, how hot 
and barren ſoever it may be ſuggeſted to be, y 


. reaſon of great Heats, yet'is a Pund or Magazine 


of Corn for France, Italy, and other Parts of 
Europe on that fide,” as Egypt is for Conſtantinople, 
and the hke : Now, unlets all theſe Countries 
fail together, no general Famine can oppreſs the 
Chriſtian World ; and *tis for this Reaſon that 
I mention it; and let all thoſe Aſtrologers who 
would fright the World with Apprehenftons of 
eating one another for want of Bread; examine 
this Part more ſtrictly, and they will find that 
no Aſpetts of Planets will fortel any thing of 
that kind, ſufficient, to make the World believe 
them, unleſs they will take upon them to aſſure 
us, that the Windows of Heaven ſhall be ſtopp'd, 
and that Go Þ ſhall break his Word with Man- 
kind, wherein he has aſſur d us all, that Seed- 
time, and Harveſt ſhould not fail, to the end of 
the World. | 7 ol 
Since then Nature ſeems to forbid a Famine, 
except as above, by a general ſtop of the Foun- 
tain of our Supply; it would be prepoſterous 
and arrogant to the laſt Degree, if we ſhould 
give heed to thoſe who from their Aſtrological 
Calculations take upon them to threaten us with 
it; for Providence never, or very rarely, acts out 

of the ordinary Courſe of Natural Cauſes. 
But to come nearer; neither does the Aſpect 
of this Comet threaten the World with Earth- 
quakes and Tempeſts, Blaſts, Storms, and oa 
= like, 


31 : 
like, tho? as the Conſequence of : an exceeding wet 
Seaſon in the Beginning of the Year, it may be 


very Probabie that ſuch Exceſſive Rains will 


(as, is uſtially the Caſe) be attended with very high 
Winds; but by the Tempefts which I mention, 
I do not mean ſuch deſolating Te as make 
Havock of Houſes, Fleets, and whole Towns, to 


the Rum of Kingdoms and Nations, as were 


thoſe violent Tempeſts in 1703, and the like. 
But altho* this Comer ſhould not immediately 


portend Famine, Earthquakes, Storms and Tem- 


peſts, yet I ſee, greater Calamities in view, 
wherewith the Northern Parts of the World may 
be viſited, and that within the reach of a few 
Years ; for Heaven is oſtentimes ſo merciful in 


the ordering ſuch things as theſe, that it is 
but ſeldom that the World is all involv'd in 


Judgments together; nor do a Complication of 
ſuch things always fall together; ſo that the 


People Who can ſhift from Place to Place, 
always find room to make their Eſcapes, and 


fly from the Wrath to come; upon this Account 


Warnings are oftentimes chiefly ſent, that as the 


Scripture ſays, the Prudent Man foreſceing the Evil, 
may hide himſelf, fo that the wiſer Part of Man- 
kind may guide themſelves. by that Rule. 

But to wave all that Part, as a Diſpute which 
does not at all concern the preſent Caſe, every 
Man' muſt be left to guide his own Affairs as 


he thinks fit ; he that will open his Eyes, and 


look into the Events of things, may, and will 
have. the Advantage in the ordinary Courſe of 
Providence; but they that will not, muſt take 
the other Part 'of hy Text to thegalelves, vix. 
the Simple paſs on, and are puniſhd. 

As to direfting People here to look into Fu- 
turity, by Afrrological Calculations,” that is not 
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the Intent of this £863 farther than this, that 
if thoſe. Aſtrologers, concur , with theſe Thoughts 
on this Subject, ſo be it, they are perhaps, ſo 
much nearer the Truth, and if juſt Conclufions 
are. drawn by ſeveral, Ways, and agree in the 
Subſtance, they are ſo much the more likely to 
be juſt Concluſions. 1 | 
ome are able to predict . a "whole View 
of Nature, with much greater Certainty in 
Events of the niceſt. Kind, than others are from 
the moſt exact Tables, which they call Rules of 
Art, and therefore, at the fame time, leaying the 
Aryifts to talk in their own Way, I ſhall ſpeak 
of theſe things in a Dialect by itſell. 

The Appearance of a Comet "8 take to inti- 
mate, generally ſpeaking, approaching Calamities, 
upon ſome or ſuch particular Parts of the World, 
where ſuch Comet is more eſpecially directed; 
and it is becauſe, it has been ſo, that the 
World expects ſurpriſing Revolutions on ſuch 
Occaſions ; as allo War, Devaſtation, and Blood, 
and other deſolatin en from Heaven 
upon the Bodies of 92 

The Appearance of Eclipſes and 1 of 
Planets, I take to ,intimate rather the ſupreme 

Hand by them Influencing the Seaſons, the 
Weather, the Temperature of the Air, and the 
Bodies of Men; for by the Means of theſe, 
they may indeed, as by evident Natural Cauſes, 
affect the Bodies of Men, and bring Inflection 
and Contagion, raging Fevers, Apoplexies, and 
the like; by which Men are ſwept away as 
by a Plague. 

We have ſeen this in n England within a few 
Months paſt, and that in a very remarkable 
Manner, when the Inclement Seaſons had ſo ſwift 
an Operation upon the Bodies of the ba 
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. Teh. 
: chat Thouſands were ſwept away 2 ** by that 
| overflowing kind of Plague, the. Small- Por, which 
rag'd in a moſt terrible Manner in the Beginning 
of the Year ; when the Operation of the late 
Conjunction was in its firſt Progrels ; 3 and after- 
wards in a general Di ſorder in the Inteſtines, 
att ended with Convulſions in the Bowels, Grip- 
ings, 8 and Vomitings, while the ſaid Ope- 
ration of Planets was, in its height 5 during 
| p- "> time the Bills of Mortallity in London 
were ſo high, as the like had not been known 
ſince the. eat Plague, in the Year 1695, being 
very near 80 per Week; tho' at a time when 
by the Abſence of the Court, the receſs of Par- 
liament, Vacation of the Term, and the uſual 
retreat of the People to their Country Seats 
and Lodgings for Pleaſure, in the Summer Heats, 
the emptineſs of the Town was | more than 
uſually remarkable; ſo that had there been the 
uſual Number of People London then, as is 
about Chriſtmaſs, or the 2 of January and 
February, the Bills by a juſt Proportion, muſt 
Rays; As: en ſuppos d to be near 1100 each Week. 
ſe Diem pers made ſuch Hayock among 
_ France at this very Time, is under the 
SR of the like Viſitation ; and the Small- 
Pox makes ſuch Ravages there, and eſpecially 
among the Nobility, and. Perſons of Diſtinction, 
that is terrible to relate. 

The Kingdom of Portugal, and eſpecially the 
great and Populous City of Lisbon is even ncw un- 
der the like Viſitation, with a terrible and raging 
r Which carries off ſuch Multitudes of People, 

rap. in ſo ſudden and ſo violent a Man- 
— that it has been greatly queſtion'd whether 
it is not a Spice of a Peſtilence, tho' we hope 


not. 
5 D 2 While 


l ** * 
5 
* 
e * 
7 2 — 
— 


— " 
2 Wha oe * 
— > © 


— 8 
— S- > 


hr : 
— i. 


A 2 = \ - 
b 9 
7 — 2 - — — — — 5 7 r 2 — * 
1 0 2 22 9 ; ; S —— < — — EI — x ͤ———k— 3 
— bh _ — — - l = p — 8 * 4 — 1 
+ 2 C =XyNXXo#:i4c fe. — SE —— — = 
= — — — — 21 4 — SI 8 22 8 
. PE, 4; . = . - " / — Ip x — 2 * , * ; x 
- * - ”w - - = * * 5 q Fy 9 * 
* q 


2 — - . 


— 


L281 
While theſe things happen ſo openly. in the 
World, and the Signal Appearances, ini the Hea- 
vens are ſo very remarkable alſo, how Call we 
deny but that there is an Apparent Connection 
between the Cauſes and Effects? between the 


Sign and the Thing fi gnified : The remote Con- 
junctions (which I have mention d,) may have 
drawn off the Groſs of theſe noxious Vapours, 
and Peſtilential Particles, which would otherwiſe 


have ſpread * an Univerſal” Infektion upon the 
World, and yet by the influencing the Seaſons, 
as above, they may have rendred the Air unwhole- 


ſome to a gre eat Degree, tho” not contagious. ' 
Let tlie very fame Countries which juſt, ow 


begin, as it In: to feel the Effects of ' theſe 


Cæleſtial Signals, be our ee Warning; 5 OH 


= Tx 


pen 1 drunk Jes p or ine! ani Sid in 
the Southern Parts already; it ſeems to be with 
more than ordinary” Difficulty, , that the Judgment 
is kept off; it broke-ont the other Day in the 
French new Conqueſts, the Province of Artois, 
and the Frontiers of Picardy ; , may I not fay 
w 1 Arrogance, ws: it will not 80 entirely 
* hs „ 1 a 

The Eclipſe is not yet come; the Comet ap- 
cars remote, and at a” Diſtarice, and Men put 
the Evil Day far off; may it be far 5 and eſ- 
ecially from our own Country, where I doubt 
we are but ill prepar'd for ſuch a Calamity ; - 
but he that will -undertake to aſſurè us, that 
all thefe Signs ih the Heavens ſhall have no 
Significations, and ſhall be attended with -no 


uncommon Wai in "— will, if 1- have 
„„ 7 


has. EX. * 4 5 8 
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PAs Prophetick, Judgment, Bye 8 be aſham d 
'© juickly.._ 

$21 let eh remember, that tho” the el 1 
is not yet come, the Comet is come, and 
Evil predicted may be already begun among 
us; and who dare fay, ir is. not already begun : 
The Seeds of Death are ſor mes long 1 W d 
before the Fruit e 51 1 3 "4 1 3 u 1 


3 4 5 we ko th ith to WT "oP _ _ 
fitft preſent themſelves to our Sight, as the Comet 
preſaging bloody Wars breaking · out 3 in the World, 
to the interrupting the Peace of Mankind; , the 
Temple of Janus opens of itſelf; War breaks out : 
firſt in the Eaſt, but inſenfibly ſpreads itſelf North- 
ward; one lation unwarily entangles and draws 
Þ arioeher, till the Nations grow furious and en- 
; for War is a Fever in the Blood of Na- 
Ab, as the h is in the Blood of private 
Perſons, and ſpreads like an Infection not much 
mike a Plague in the Body; neither are Mars, 
and the Rivers of Blood that follow them, leſs 
the Effects of Phyfical and Wee er than 
7 and Infettions. 

J expett this Comet which adage to us don 
the South, from beyond the watery Sign Aquarius 
Pours out an Innundation of Blood „ firſt, in that 
Fart of the World, where we ſee is already begun 
viz. the Kingdom of Perſia; and as the ſame comet 
ſtrikes its Path in the Arch of à monſtrous Circle, 
from that Part of the Hemiſphere . Nuxth-Weſt, I 
make no Queſtion but it careſs on the. Innunda- 
tion into the Countries, in tllat Manner ligaſe: 
from its firſt e 8 1 


12 — * 


9 Hes | 


Hence War is . e. Frontiers of 
the 7 wrkiſh, the German, and "th Muſcovi ts 85 
i and'I_doy wo ber will bo 


ſwift, violent, and el. - 
gy: it has e e r Flame, an and 


„ ACCOr ing to the Nature of 
real Fire, 1 N If to catck 700 5 neighbour- 
ing | Kingdoms, and Countries; Fa F of 


Evr, 4 Bl too great te too mi 
a7 to Wes, long abe 5 me meet with 
Ed tions from wicked Heads 
dable Endea Yours, of Pious : ad 

ers 90 ava 15 1 not ſo 1 ä 
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Fan then 
it, wi ders Realon and. N 


Fig * ol. Miſcory has ds Fall in 
South, Peace be [thy happ . on, 0, : ge 


e 


Monarch feels t 6 Reſtraint of other Avocations, 
but expect it n longer; nor can x; be co onceal d who | 
breathes out War on that Side, with 1 eager a Deus 
that nothing Put. the Alliances of 6 5 5 5 
Powers reſtrain& him; and how vuyillingly, he Is 
reſtrain'd, may be eaſily {cen. 
let them 1.5 1 doubt, but. "that He doriare. 
Claims of t Dp of Holſtein. as well to the D 
minions of Sele, Which ies 11 5 his Right, 
as to other Pominions really His own, will. reſt 
qua. 4 10 Jong a $06. cannot help, and perhaps no 
onger. 

In the Empire, "Religion Pats the Drum ; F285 - 
ſiaſtick; the Pope ſtudies a Church. War, and ſtands. 
ready to publiſh his Cruiſado, as ſoon as he can 
bring Bigots enough into his Alliance; that ſo he 

may embrail Europe in War, and keep himſelf 
one, What 
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Wbhat have the Proetſtants to truſt to, for pre- 
venting ſuch 8 in the World? Truly, no- 
thing that J ſee, but the keeping the Heads of 
ſuch Catholick Powers as are moſt Potent, from 
engaging 38 fuck. 4, Bloody, Gonledemcy ; 46 it 
happens at preſent, it is not their Intereſt to do 
. whale Xt, fy We: many (Expert They? wal 
keep off, but not longer; and how Jong it may be 
that their Intereſt ſhall ſo keep them back, who 
knows ? Tis evident by their preſent Conduct, 
that they haye Will enough to a Religious War, 
if they found it agreeable to their Temporal Pro- 
„„ SE Ne dee EE 
Preſent Signs; eſpe-ially that of the Comet, and of 
the Eclipſe, the Aſtrologers particularly inſiſt up- 
on; I ſhall. not contradict them; let the Prote- 
ſtant Princes, and Powers, in whoſe Hand the 
Ballance yet gemains, and who are the Bulwarks 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt in the World, take 
care not to give it up, but concern themſelves to 
prevent the Blow ; and let them depend, that 
ſooner or later, the Councils. of Hell will ſo far 
prevail, as to make the Attempt ; who ſhall pre- 
vail, is for the Preſent, out of Sight. 
Whoever conſiders the State of Eurepe, and the 
Encroachments of the Papal Intereſts, how they 
have reſtleſsly puſh'd at getting the Proteſtant 
Countries into the Hands of Popiſh Princes ; 
what fatal Succeſs they have had; how the two 
moſt Potent Electorates, viz. of Saxony, and the Pala- 
tinata, and the Kingdom of Bohemia, (all three for- 
merly Proteſtants) are now entirely in the Hands 
of the Papiſts, and how they are continually 
puſhing at more; how France, notwithſtanding 
the late War, poſſeſſes ſeveral Countries, former- 
ly Proteſtant, and from whence the Proteſtant Re- 
| | | ligion 


— — — 
— — —-— 
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ligion is entirely extirpated; as Hlſaia; the Im- 
perial City of Strasburg; the Principality of Orange, 
and the lite; and above all, the utter rooting out 
of the Proteſtant Religion from Fance itſelf: 
Whoever, 1 fay; conſiders all this, will find the 
Proteſtant Intereft ſunk extremely, from what it 
Has been, as to the Extent of Country where it 
Was receiv'd ; ſo that indeed, it hardly reqtiires 
a Concurrence of. Heavenly Signs to predict, that 
the Popiſh Powers will take hold of the firſt Oc- 
caſion that preſents itſelf, to attack the Proteſtants 
in the Quarrel of Religion ; and will not fail alſo, 
to form the Occaſion with the utmoſt Artifice.” 
War alſo will probably break out ſooner or later 
among the Maritime People of the World; the 
Encroachments of the Auftrians upon the Com- 
merce of thoſe Nations, who formerly ſpent their 
Blood and Treaſiire to procure thoſe Countries to 
the Houſe of Auſtria in which thoſe Encroachments 

are ſet on foot; I fay, thoſe Encroachments are 
not the moſt unlikely (eſpecially while haughtily 
inſiſted upon, and obſtinately puſlid on) to ſet 
this Part of the World in a Flame ; the Commerce 
of the Indies is a tender Point, and ſo tender, that 
that Government, who at preſent have ſo great an 
Intereſt in it, cannot but be deeply ſenſible of any 
Wound in thoſe Parts, and will certainly reſent 
not the Thing only, but the Manner. | 
Theſe are the Seeds of War, which ſeem to 
be already ſow'd ; the Pride and Ambition of Men 
plant or ſow thoſe Seeds every Day ; but the go- 
verning Hand of Heaven directs the cultivating 
them, and ripening them up to the Maturity which 
they require for an Eruption ; and while all. this 
1s preparing, and the Aparatus thus form'd, Hea- 
ven directs his Signs in the upper Regions, to 


warn us of the Approach, and prepare us for 
what 


i e rer ch. Gs it 


1334 
what he intends to viſit us with: And thus you 
have the fatal Climax of Cauſes, and Effects 
of Warning, and Signs in the Heavens plainly 
laid down; and *tis eaſie to obſerve the Concur- 
rence of the Signs with the Probabilities. 
From the whole, I conclude, that a Bloody 
War will break-out in Europe in the enſuing Year, 
or within the Limits of the Influence of the Ap- 
proaching Eclipſe, or of the preſent Comet: That this 
War ſhall be attended with Rivers of Blood, or, as 
is mention'd above, with an Innundation of Blood, 
may, without much Art, be predicted: In particu- 
lar, we may ſee that the Tartars, who oftentimes 
have done ſo, and now wait an Opportunity to 
do it again, may now, by the Permiſſion of Hea- 
ven, to break the way, begin the horrid Scene 
of Tragedy, by a dreadful Eruption into the 
Ruſſian Pominions : If they make their retreat 
without an overthrow, they will, beſides the 
Murther and Rapine they commut in the Attempt, 
carry away vaſt Numbers of miſerable Chriftians 
into Slavery, to be fold to the Turks ; and from 
thence tis very rational to expect, that Poland 
may have its Share in the Miſeries of a Turkiſh 
War, eſpecially if the Turks are any-thing ſuc- 
celsful ; and Poland may very probably engage the 
Imperial and German Armies in its Defence ; and 
then the Turks will be driven Headlong out of 
the Chriſtian Countries, and may be driven out 
of Europe, if the Chriſtian Princes would heartily 
join together to bring it to paſs. 


1 am loth to take upon me to predict any 
Evil to Great-Britain, to whom I wiſh nothing 
but Good; if the Comet goes away, or diſappears 
without advancing any farther North, then the 

CV; bright- 
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brighteſt of the three Stars in the Neck of Aquila? 
I mean, ſo as to be viſible no farther North, i 


ſhall have hope that it ſhall be attended with! no 


evil Events relating to us; nay, its diſappe 

in that Conſtellation may betoken Good to us ; 
for as Comets are Fore-runners of Evil, and 
give warning of Calamities to ſome, ſo they may 
be Fore-runners' of good Tidings to others; 
as the Comet in 1066, which doubtleſs portended 
the Conqueſt of England by Duke William of 
Normandy, as on one hand it fore-boded Slaugh- 
ter and Subjection, and miſerable Sufferings to 
the Engliſh Nation, ſo it imported Joy and 
Victory to the Conqueror, crowning him with 
Glory, and his Poſterity after him; and thus, 
it may be now: May all that is joyful, good and 
agreeable, all that we want, and all that we 
ſeek, be the happy Event of this appearing 
Comet to Great-Britain : ; to which end may we 
ſee no more of it, or at leaſt, may it come no 


farther North, than as above. 


Some tell us, that in all probability this Comer 
may be more viſible in America, than among us; 
and this is ſo remote from us, that I expect to 
be told, it is not worth mentioning, or worth 
reading, much leſs entertaining our Thoughts 
about it; but I hope theſe ſelfiſh Gentlemen 
will allow, that he who made the World, may 
think good to have an equal Regard to all the 
Parts of it, and may think it as much to the 
8 ſe to warn them of approaching Calamities, 

he does to warn us; nor let us laugh at the 
ee as if it were need] eſs z becauſe the 
Indian Nations who are Pagan, and have no 


Notion, either of a Gop, or of their own 
- Cri Imes, 
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Crimes, can have none of Repentance, which, our 
religious People ſay, is all the End that can be 
ſuggeſted in the ſuppos'd Warnings, or Notices 
of things. 


Hence we know a great many Sceptical Noti- 


ons, and ſome Atheiſtical, are advanc'd ; bantering 


the Opinions of thoſe People, who think they 
ought to make Religious Uſes of ſuch things 


as theſe. 


But all this, as not worth fo much Notice, I 
ſhall give no Reply to in this Tra ; only 
ſhall obſerve, 


1. That we cannot judge abſolutely how far 
theſe Appearances may or may not Influence 
the Pagan World; that Heaven may yet 
think fit to give them the ſame Intimations, 
as he does to us; ſo leaving them the more 
without Excuſe, if they do not take them 
as Warnings. | 


2. As for Repentance of Pagans, tis what we 
cannot judge of, nor is it the Buſineſs of 
this Paper ; but ſuppoſe them as Notices 
of Plagues and Infe&ions, ſo to hint to the 
People the timely eſcaping from the Con- 
tagion, by flying from one Place to ano- 
ther, or by other Precautions neceſſary on 
ſuch Occaſions; even in ſuch Caſes, they 
are ſignificant, and not be lighted, either 
by them or us. 


But to remove all the Foundations of Cavil 2 


at this Part of the Appearance of Comets, I 


E 2 mean 


[356] 

mean their appearing in thoſe Countries, where 
no Religious Uſe can be ſuppos d to be made 
of it, this may confirm. the - other Part of our 
Hypothefis, which relates to Comet, being the 
Inſtruments of the Calamities themſelves. 

If then they carry with them the Arrows of 
Death, and that the Poiſonous Darts of Plagues 
on Men and Beaſt, Sterility on the Earth, and 
the like, are ſhot from theſe Quivers; we "need 
ſay no more, than that they are ſent to thoſe 
Parts as Meſſengers of Deſtruction, with Com- 
miſſion to ſpread the Miſchiefs they are big with, 
into ſuch and ſuch Parts, where by their Situa- 
tion they are oblig'd to diffuſe them: That if 
they do not warn the People' of their approach- 
ing Ruin, they _— bring the Ruin which We 
think they portend, | 


Nor is this Thought remote, or unworthy of our 

_ preſent Contemplation ; for if Comets are vaſt Col- 

lections of Vapours from this Earth, and. from 
ten Thouſand more ſuch Earths as ours are, which, 


for ought we know, are in Being, in their parti- 


cular Orbits, and which may ſupply Vapours and 
other Subſtances for ſuch Bodies as the Comets may 
be ſuppos'd to be ; or if they are Bodies of. Fire, 
feeding continually upon their own Subſtance, be 
that as it will, either way, the noxious Fumes of 
ſuch an ;mmenſe Flame, are more than ſufficient, 
if Heaven directs, to poiſon the whole Atmo- 
{ſphere of this Globe, and twenty more ſuch Globes 
us this, at one time; ſo that let the Atheiſtick 
World banter the ſerious Part as much as they 
pleaſe ; if Religion cannot confute them, Philoſo- 


phy will; and the Argument may be ſumm'd up 


nt] this ſhort undeniable Concluſion; ; N AMEL 1, 


That 


1 


* 
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That Comets, whether they may be taken as 
Fore-runners of God's Judgments or no, may be, 


and we have reaſon to believe are, the e 
and Natural Cauſes of them. FR 


That they foread Poiſonous BE lnfeftious Par- 
ticles in the Air, from the noxious Vapours and 
Exhalations which their vaſt Maſs is compos'd 
of, or filld with; from whence comes Con- 
tagious Diſeaſes, Taue, Oc. upon Man and 
Beaſt. 


That by Nackten, and drawing from the 
Barth a great Quantity of the Humid Vapours 
within our Atmoſphere, which would otherwiſe 
gather into Cloud, and diſtill again in Rain; 
they occaſion terrible Droughts ; Sterility of the 
Earth; Deftruttion of its Product; and Sake 
quently Famine, and Deſolation. 


That on the other-hargl, by violent Erhal- 
tions from the Earth, and "Emiſſions from them- 
ſelves, they may load the Earth's Atmoſphere 
with the contrary Extreme; ſo by pouring a 
Quantity of Rain upon the "Barth, either too 
great for the. Earth to -bear ; or at improper 
Seaſons, . may render the. Barth uſeleſs to Man- 
kind, and ſo ſtarve the Inhabitants by over- much 
Wet. That it is not an improbable Opinion, 
that the Earth was Drown d, An. Mund. 1656, 
by the breaking of a watry condens d Comet up- 


on the Surface of its Globe; and that it ſhall 


n at laſt, Anno 6009, be ſet on Fire by ano- 
ther, SL 1 


That 


4, 

2 
a4 
9 
4 
p! 
14 
A 

x 


4 - 
£, "* * 
14 * 
111 
40.5 
3 1 
4.1 
Ix jj ; 
wif | 
1 
75 
79 , 
: 
* 
* 4 
f -V4i 
1 


appear, they come 


y, even Conflagriticns upati the Bath, . 


be deny'd; and why then we ſhould not look 


upon them with AS rehenſions, leſt when they 
charg d with ſome Commiſſion 
of that Kind, T cannot underftand. | 
And why ſuch Apprehenfions ſhould not put 
us in- mind of Ninevh, &c. will be very hard for 


any Man in his Sences, to give a Reaſon for, 


Nulla ætas vidit flagrantem impun# Cumętenz 
Won leve venturum nunciat ille malum. " 
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